
 

 
 

 

MEMBERS: 
SEN. MIKE KOWALL, VICE CHAIR 

SEN. PETER MACGREGOR 

SEN. MIKE NOFS 

SEN. CURTIS HERTEL,  MINORITY VICE CHAIR 

  

THE SENATE 
COMMERCE COMMITTEE 

SEN ATOR  W AYNE SCHMIDT   
CH AI R 

 

 

 

    820 FARNUM 

P.O. BOX 30036 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7536 

PHONE: (517) 373-2413 

FAX: (517) 373-5144 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

May 20, 2015 
  
A meeting of the Senate Committee on Commerce was scheduled for Wednesday, May 20, 2015, at 8:30 a.m., 
in room 210 of the Farnum Building. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The agenda summary is as follows: 
 

1) Presentation on the economic benefits of rehabilitative businesses 
2) Testimony and adoption of (S-1) substitute on SB 98 (Shirkey) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.  He instructed the Clerk to call the roll. At that time, the 
following members were present; Sen.(s) Schmidt, Kowall, MacGregor, Nofs, and Hertel, a quorum was 
present. 
 
The Chairman entertained a motion to adopt the committee meeting minutes of May 6, 2015. The Chairman so 
moved, and without objection, the minutes were adopted.  
 
Presentation on the economic benefits of rehabilitative businesses by: 
Todd Culver, Executive Director of MARO 
Steve H. Perdue, CEO of Grand Traverse Industries 
Thomas C. Vreeman, CEO of Kandu Incorporated 
Christine Zeigler, CEO of MRC Industries 
 
The Chairman invited Senator Shirkey to summarize SB 98 and explain the S-1 substitute for the committee. 
 
The Chairman entertained a motion by Sen. Kowall to adopt the (S-1) to SB 98.  
 Yeas: Sen.(s) Schmidt, Kowall, MacGregor, Nofs, and Hertel 
 Nays: None 
The motion prevailed and substitute was adopted. 
 
The following individuals testified before of the committee regarding SB 98: 

 Dr. Stan Jensen, Henry Ford College – Support  
 Pamela K. Brown, Muskegon Community College – Support  
 Kim Maguire, Mercy Health Muskegon – Support  
 Dean Teresa Wehrwein, Michigan State University College of Nursing – Oppose  



 Dean Sue Idczak, Siena Heights University and Michigan Association of College of Nursing Deans – 
Oppose  

 
Senator Kowall exited at 9:33 a.m. 
 
The following individuals turned in cards not wishing to testify before of the committee regarding SB 98: 

 Chad Wing, Eastern Michigan University – Oppose  
 Grez Bird, Wayne State University – Oppose  
 Katie John, Western Michigan University – Oppose 
 David Lossing, UM-Flint – Oppose  
 Margaret Murray-Wright, UM-Flint – Oppose  
 David Bertram, Michigan State University – Oppose  
 Michael Boulus and Robert LeFevere, Presidents Council State Universities – Oppose  
 Mike Hansen, Michigan Community College Association – Support  
 Dr. David Mathews, Southwestern Michigan College – Support  
 Robert P. Harrison, Lake Michigan College – Support  
 Chris Mitchell, Michigan Health and Hospital Association – Support  
 

*** Some individuals above did wish to testify before the committee. Due to time constraints, the chairman 
invited these individuals to testify before the committee at the next meeting. 
 
Being no further business before the Committee, The Chairman adjourned the Commerce meeting without 
objection at 9:49 a.m. 
 
Date Adopted by Committee: 06/17/15 


