
 

 
1. The sponsoring Senator's First Name 

Sylvia 
 

2. The sponsoring Senator's Last Name 
Santana 
 

3. The cosponsoring Senator's names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 
type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a 
signed letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at 
question #9 below. 
n/a 
 

4. Name of the spending item’s recipient: 
Our Own Wall Street 
 

5. Physical address of the recipient: 
7436 Oakland Ave, Detroit, MI 48211 
 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 
Metro Detroit 
 

7. Name of the Senator and the district number where the legislatively directed 
spending item is located: 
Sen. Chang, District 3 
 



8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 
public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 
demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan 
Constitution. 
Our Own Wall Street is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to creating a 
sustainable ecosystem for underserved communities in Detroit. Through 
community partnerships, we provide essential resources and teach vital soft skills 
to empower individuals. Our focus areas include Civic Engagement, Health & 
Wellness, and Personal & Professional Development. We seek $700,000 in funding 
to significantly enhance our outreach efforts and implement impactful programs 
that directly address health disparities and economic challenges our communities 
face. Our Own Wall Street Founder, Chenita Gary, is someone who has personally 
navigated the challenges of being a teen mom and living without resources, her 
journey drives her passion for this work. Now a mother of three, including a son who 
requires a kidney transplant, she advocates for education in reproductive health, 
mental health, and lifestyle change. She has witnessed firsthand the transformative 
power of resources and education. 
 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 
 
 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item 
$250,000 
 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following 
types of funding? (Check all that apply) 
["Local"] 
 

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 
legislatively directed spending item 
Non-profit organization 
 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan 
for the preceding 36 months? 
Yes 
 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a presence within Michigan for the 
preceding 12 months? 



Yes 
 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 
Yes 
 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board 
of directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type 
‘n/a.’ 
Chenita W. Gary, Nishawn Spiller, Esq., Bryan C. Barnhill II, Jewell Jones, Andria 
Vaughn, Porsha Monique Mitchell, Dr. Karla Mitchell ND, Dr. Michele Leno, Ph.D., LP, 
Lenyie Ngbogbara Rph, Ericka Wallace Champion, RN, Tracie Carter-Butler, Tonia 
Williams 
 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring Senator nor the sponsoring  Senator's staff or 
immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 
directed spending item.” 
I certify 
 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item 
June 3, 2025 - June 8, 2026 
 

19. Certification of accuracy 
I certify 


