
 

1. The sponsoring Senator's First Name 
Sylvia 
 

2. The sponsoring Senator's Last Name 
Santana 
 

3. The cosponsoring Senators names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 
type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a 
signed letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at 
question #9 below. 
n/a 
 

4. Name of the spending item’s recipient: 
DHHS 
 

5. Physical address of the recipient: 
n/a 
 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 
Statewide 
 

7. Name of the Senator and the district number where the legislatively directed 
spending item is located: 
Statewide 
 



8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 
public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 
demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan 
Constitution. 
The Department of Health and Human Services shall develop and implement a 
basic liver screening pilot program for Medicaid-eligible women between the ages of 
25 and 45. The program shall include screening for cholestatic liver disorders 
associated with increased risk of progression to end-stage liver disease. In carrying 
out this initiative, the department shall partner with at least one health system 
within the State that serves a significant number of eligible Medicaid women in the 
identified age group. The department shall allocate sufficient funds to support the 
design, implementation, and evaluation of the pilot program.   The lack of focus on 
liver health (especially women) is a major cause of chronic liver disease that goes 
untreated. Around 4.5 million people in the US have been diagnosed with liver 
disease. However, estimates suggest that up to 100 million people may have some 
form of the disease without knowing it. Both Hispanic and African American people 
may have a more severe version of the disease. Without appropriate follow up care, 
liver disease can eventually lead to liver failure and liver cancer. A simple basic liver 
screening panel can detect liver issues in over 70% of people months or years 
before they are admitted to the emergency room. Studies have shown that the total 
estimated national hospitalization costs for patients with liver disease in the US 
reached $81.1 billion. Earlier diagnosis, with appropriate follow up care, leads to 
better outcomes and education of more individuals regarding liver health.   The pilot 
could include, for example, during a routine blood glucose test, in women around 
the age of 35, the addition of screening for signs that may signal inflammation or 
damage to the liver; with those at risk with an appropriate referral and follow up with 
a Hepatologist. 
 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 
 
 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item  
Women's Liver Screening Pilot 
 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following 
types of funding? (Check all that apply) 
["None"] 
 



12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 
legislatively directed spending item 
Local unit of government 
 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan 
for the preceding 36 months? 
Yes 
 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a presence within Michigan for the 
preceding 12 months? 
Yes 
 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 
Yes 
 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board 
of directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type 
‘n/a.’ 
n/a 
 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring Senator nor the sponsoring Senator’s staff or 
immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 
directed spending item.” 
I certify 
 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item 
FY 25-26 
 

19. Certification of accuracy 
I certify 


