
 

 

1. The sponsoring Senator's First Name 
Mark  
 

2. The sponsoring Senator's Last Name 
Huizenga 
 

3. The cosponsoring Senators names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 
type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a 
signed letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at 
question #9 below. 
NA 
 

4. Name of the spending item’s recipient: 
Grand Rapids Art Museum 
 

5. Physical address of the recipient: 
101 Monroe Center NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 
NA 
 

7. Name of the Senator and the district number where the legislatively directed 
spending item is located: 
State Senator Mark Huizenga, 30th Senate District 
 



8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 
public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 
demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan 
Constitution. 
This funding will allow the Grand Rapids Art Museum to make critical infrastructure 
improvements while remaining open to the public. One of the main improvements 
required is the utility floor grates. These failing grates cause blockages to some 
exhibits and have created tripping hazards for the public. Additional facility updates 
include updated lighting and security systems. The museum actively continues to 
raise philanthropic investments to offset costs; however, the scope of need involves 
state appropriation. The Grand Rapids Art Museum not only plays a vital role in the 
Greater Grand Rapids area but also throughout our state. The goal of this program is 
to sustain the museum's economic impact and provide a safe, unique experience 
for community members, students, and families. 
 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 
 
 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item  
$2,000,000 
 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following 
types of funding? (Check all that apply) 
["None"] 
 

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 
legislatively directed spending item 
Non-profit organization 
 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan 
for the preceding 36 months? 
Yes 
 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a presence within Michigan for the 
preceding 12 months? 
Yes 
 



15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 
Yes 
 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board 
of directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type 
‘n/a.’ 
Jeff Smith (President), Lizbeth O'Shaughnessy (Vice-President), Josh Sayles (Co-
Secretary/Treasurer), Alexander Thibodeau (Co-Secretary/Treasurer), Luis Avila, 
Scott Branc, Pat Brewer, Erin Gravelyn, Patricia Griswold, Jeffrey Gurney, India 
Manns, Jane Boyles Meilner, Stephanie Naito, Jim Overbeck, Alfeild Reeves, Dr. 
Leadriane Roby, Carol Sarosik, James Schipper, Judy Tyner, Mitchell Watt 
 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring Senator nor the sponsoring Senator’s staff or 
immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 
directed spending item.” 
I certify 
 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item 
Oct. 1, 2025 - Sept. 30, 2026 
 

19. Certification of accuracy 
I certify 


